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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed on 1 0/1 8/04. 
Claims 1-22 are pending in this Office Action. 

First of all Examiner thanks to the Applicant's for correcting the 
drawings/specification. 

Response to Arguments 

2. After further search and a thorough examination of the present application claims 
1-22 remain rejected. 

Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered, but 
they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

First, Applicant's argue that Sixtus and Helland do not teach the claimed 
features, "method for executing an online transaction wherein the vendor computer 
includes both a catalog server and a separate transaction server". 

In response to the Applicant's arguments the Examiner respectfully submits that 
Sixtus teaches this limitation as, once the user has found a desired item or service to 
purchase, which will be displayed in HTML format on a vendor's web page, then the 
user clicks on the embedded control associated with the selected item. A user client 
software module is then accessed by the control, which will carry out functions 
appropriate for executing a transaction request (see col. 7, lines 66 to col. 8, lines 5, 
Sixtus). Sixtus does not explicitly indicate the claimed catalog server. However, Helland 
remedy such kinds of deficiency by teaching registering COM attributes and the 
transaction server execution attribute in the system registry, the server application 
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component is registered in a transaction server catalog (see col. 1 1 , lines 64-67, Fig. 3, 
Helland). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at 
the time of the present invention to combine teachings of cited references because 
catalog server of Helland's teachings would have allowed Sixtus system for transaction 
processing with the server application components as suggested by Helland. Further, 
catalog as taught by Helland improves for transactional attribute of a server application 
component to performs multiple database updates (see col. 4, lines 1-3, Helland). 

Second, Applicant's argue that Helland does not teach the claimed, "catalog 
server". 

In response to the Applicant's arguments the Examiner respectfully submits that 
Helland teaches this limitation as stated above. 

Third, Applicant's argue that Sixtus does not teach the claimed, " transaction- 
relevant data are transmitted from a catalog server to a transaction server ". 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., transaction-relevant,....) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
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not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). 

Fourth, Applicant's argue that Sixtus does not teach the claimed, "object ID's are 
assigned to the objects identifying the objects". 

In response to the Applicant's arguments the Examiner respectfully submits that 
Sixtus teaches this limitation as, in accordance with these and other objects, provided is 
a method for executing a secure online transaction between a vendor computer and a 
user computer, wherein the vendor computer and the user computer are interconnected 
to a computer network for data communications therebetween. The method comprises 
the steps of the user computer transmitting a transaction request message to the 
vendor computer via the computer network, the transaction request comprising user 
identification data unique to the user computer (see col. 3, lines 28-36, Sixtus). 

Fifth, Applicant's argue that Sixtus does not teach the claimed, "user's request 
can be transmitted in different formats like XML, WML etc". 

In response to the Applicant's arguments the Examiner respectfully submits that 
Sixtus teaches this limitation as, the user makes a transaction request by selecting an 
item to be purchased at step 2 by using his mouse or other pointing device associated 
with the computer 12 to click on a control embedded within the screen page 22 and 
indicative of the item, for example in HTML (hypertext markup language) format (see 
col. 40-44, Figs. 2, 3, Sixtus). 

Finally, Sixtus and Helland discloses catalog server, transaction server as stated 

above. 
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Hence, Applicants' arguments do not distinguish over the claimed invention over 
the prior art of record. 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 103 rejections are hereby sustained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Timothy Sixtus ('Sixtus' hereafter), USP 5,903,721. in view of Helland et al. ('Helland' 
hereinafter), USP 5,890,161. 
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With respect to claim 1, 

Sixtus discloses a method of processing an online transaction over a 
communication network (see col. 3, lines 28-32, Fig. 1), comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of objects comprising object data and object attibutes 
containing further information about the object in a catalog server (20) accessible by a 
plurality of clients (10) (see col. 3, lines 28-43, Fig. 1, Sixtus), 

displaying, upon request from a client (10), an object including object attributes 
on a client display (see col. 7, lines 60-66, Fig. 4A, Sixtus), and 

executing, on a transaction server (30), a transaction relating to an object 
selected by the client (10) using the information contained in the object attributes (see 
col. 8, lines 1-5, Fig. 4A, Sixtus), 

wherein the object attributes are transmitted directly from the catalog 
server (20) to the transaction server (30) (see col. 9, lines 29-30 et seq, Sixtus). 

Sixtus does not explicitly indicate the claimed catalog server. 

Helland discloses claimed catalog server (registering COM attributes and the 
transaction server execution attribute in the system registry, the server application 
component is registered in a transaction server catalog, see col. 1 1 , lines 64-67, Fig. 3, 
Helland). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine teachings of cited references because catalog 
server of Helland's teachings would have allowed Sixtus system for transaction 
processing with the server application components as suggested by Helland. Further, 
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catalog as taught by Helland improves for transactional attribute of a server application 
component to performs multiple database updates (see col. 4, lines 1-3, Helland). 
With respect to claim 2, 

Sixtus discloses a method of processing an online transaction over a 
communication network comprising (see col. 3, lines 28-32, Fig. 1) the steps of: 

storing in a catalog server (20) a plurality of objects comprising object data and 
object attributes containing further information about the object and further storing an ID 
identifying the object (see col. 3, lines 28-43, Fig. 1, Sixtus), 

transmitting upon request an object together with the corresponding object ID 
from the catlog server (20) to a client (10) for display (see col. 7, lines 60-66, Fig. 4A, 
Sixtus), 

receiving at the catalog server (20) an object request from a transaction server 
(30), the request including the object ID (see col. 3, lines 40-43, Fig. 1, Sixtus), 

returning from the catalog server (20) to the transaction server (30) the object 
including object attributes corresponding to the received object ID. 
Sixtus does not explicitly indicate the claimed catalog server (see col. 3, lines 50-59, 
Fig. 1, Sixtus). 

Helland discloses claimed catalog server (registering COM attributes and the 
transaction server execution attribute in the system registry, the server application 
component is registered in a transaction server catalog, see col. 11, lines 64-67, Fig. 3, 
Helland). 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine teachings of cited references because catalog 
server of Helland's teachings would have allowed Sixtus system for transaction 
processing with the server application components as suggested by Helland. Further, 
catalog as taught by Helland improves for transactional attribute of a server application 
component to performs multiple database updates (see col. 4, lines 1-3, Helland). 

With respect to claim 3, 

Sixtus discloses a method of processing an online transaction over a 
communication network (see col. 3, lines 28-32, Fig. 1) comprising the steps of: 

receiving at a transaction server (30) a transaction request with respect to a 
specific object comprising object data and object attributes containing further 
information about the object (see col. 3, lines 35-40, Fig. 1, Sixtus), 

the request including an object ID identifying that object, the transaction server 
(30) requesting the object from a catalog server (20), the request including the object ID 
(see col. 3, lines 40-43, Fig. 1 , Sixtus), 

receiving at the transaction server (30) from the catalog server (20) the selected 
.object including object attributes (see col. 4, lines 1-5, Fig. 1 , Sixtus), and 

executing the transaction on the transaction server (30) (see col. 8, lines 1-5, Fig. 

4A, Sixtus). 

Sixtus does not explicitly indicate the claimed catalog server. 

Helland discloses claimed catalog server (registering COM attributes and the 
transaction server execution attribute in the system registry, the server application 
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component is registered in a transaction server catalog, see col. 1 1 , lines 64-67, Fig. 3, 
Helland). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine teachings of cited references because catalog 
server of Helland's teachings would have allowed Sixtus system for transaction 
processing with the server application components as suggested by Helland. Further, 
catalog as taught by Helland improves for transactional attribute of a server application 
component to performs multiple database updates (see col. 4, lines 1-3, Helland). 

As to claim 4, 

Sixtus teaches a wherein the object ID is transmitted from the catalog server (20) 
to the client (1 0) together with the URL of the server (30) (see col. 7, lines 60-66, Fig. 
4A, Sixtus). 

As to claim 5, 

Sixtus teaches wherein the URL additionally contains a command for executing a 
specific process on the transaction server (30) (see col. 7, lines 60-66, Fig. 4A, Sixtus). 
As to claim 6, 

Sixtus teaches wherein the object displayed on a client display is assigned a 
display field for user selection of the object, wherein the selection of the object by a user 
initiates a transfer of the ID to the URL of the transaction server (30) (see col. 7, lines 
60-66, Fig. 4A et seq, Sixtus). 

As to claim 7, 
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Sixtus teaches wherein the object attributes are represented by numerical values 
and/or text strings (see col. 9, lines 25-30, Fig. 4A et seq, Sixtus). 
As to claim 8, 

Sixtus teaches wherein an object attribute represents price information 
about the object (see col. 9, lines 25-30, Fig. 4A, Sixtus). 
As to claim 9, 

Sixtus teaches wherein the objects can be transmitted to the client for display in 
different formats including XML, HTML, XHTML or WML formats (see col. 7, lines 60- 
61 , Fig. 4A, Sixtus). 

As to claim 10, 

Sixtus teaches wherein an object selected by a client is stored on the transaction 
server together with the corresponding object attribute and a client specific session ID 
(see col. 8, lines 1-5, Fig. 4A, Sixtus). 

As to claim 1 1 , 

Sixtus teaches wherein the transaction server forwards to a client a request for 
finally confirming the transaction before executing the transaction. 

Claims 12 and 13 have the same subject matter as of claim 1 as described 
above and essentially rejected for the same reasons. 

With respect to claim 14, 

Sixtus discloses a computer system (see Fig. 1) comprising: 
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a catalog server (20) for storing a plurality of objects comprising object data and 
object attributes containing further information about the object (see col. 3, lines 28-43, 
Fig. 1 , Sixtus), and 

for storing an object ID identifying an object, the catalog server (20) being 
accessible by a plurality of clients (see col. 3, lines 28-43, Fig. 1 , Sixtus), and 

a transaction server (30) accessible for a plurality of clients (10) for executing 
online transactions with respect to the objects stored in the catalog server (20) (see col. 
3, lines 50-60, Fig. 1, Sixtus), 

wherein the object attributes are transmittable directly from the catalog 
server (20) to the transaction server (30) without client interaction (see col. 4, lines 1-10 
et seq, Sixtus). 

Sixtus does not explicitly indicate the claimed catalog server. 

Helland discloses claimed catalog server (registering COM attributes and the 
transaction server execution attribute in the system registry, the server application 
component is registered in a transaction server catalog, see col. 1 1 , lines 64-67, Fig. 3, 
Helland). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine teachings of cited references because catalog 
server of Helland's teachings would have allowed Sixtus system for transaction 
processing with the server application components as suggested by Helland. Further, 
catalog as taught by Helland improves for transactional attribute of a server application 
component to performs multiple database updates (see col. 4, lines 1-3, Helland). 
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With respect to claim 15, 

Sixtus discloses a catalog server (20) (see Fig. 1 ) comprising 

a storage unit (21 ) for storing objects for online transactions, the objects 
comprising object data and object attributes containing further information about the 
object (see col. 3, lines 28-43, Fig. 1 et seq, Sixtus), wherein the objects are assigned 
object IDs identifying the object (see col. 3, lines 50-59, Sixtus), and 

an output unit for outputting at least one object attribute upon receiving the 
corresponding object ID (see col. 7, lines 45-47, Sixtus). 
Sixtus does not explicitly indicate the claimed catalog server. 

Helland discloses claimed catalog server (registering COM attributes and the 
transaction server execution attribute in the system registry, the server application 
component is registered in a transaction server catalog, see col. 1 1 , lines 64-67, Fig. 3, 
Helland). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine teachings of cited references because catalog 
server of Helland's teachings would have allowed Sixtus system for transaction 
processing with the server application components as suggested by Helland. Further, 
catalog as taught by Helland improves for transactional attribute of a server application 
component to performs multiple database updates (see col. 4, lines 1-3, Helland). 

As to claim 16, 

Sixtus teaches wherein the object attributes are represented by numerical values 
or text strings (see col. 9, lines 25-31 , Sixtus). 
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As to claim 17, 

Sixtus discloses a wherein the object attributes contain price information about 
the object (see col. 9, lines 25-31 , Sixtus). 
As to claim 18, 

Sixtus teaches a wherein the stored objects can be transmitted to a client for 
display in different formats including XML, HTML, XHTML and WML formats (see col. 7, 
lines 60-61, Fig. 4A, Sixtus). 

With respect to claim 19, 

Sixtus discloses a transaction server (20) for executing online transactions over a 
communication network comprising a processing unit (see col. 3, lines 28-32, Fig. 1) 

for receiving a transaction request from a client (10) requesting an online 
transaction relating to a specific object, the request containing object data and an object 
ID identifying the object (see col. 3, lines 28-43, Fig. 1, Sixtus), 

requesting from a catalog server (20) object attributes containing further 
information about the object selected by the users the request containing the object ID 
(see col. 8, lines 1-5, Fig. 4A et seq, Sixtus), and 

executing the online transaction using the information contained in the 
object attributes received from the catalog server (20) (see col. 8, lines 1-5, Fig. 4A, 
Sixtus). 

Sixtus does not explicitly indicate the claimed catalog server. 
Helland discloses claimed catalog server (registering COM attributes and the 
transaction server execution attribute in the system registry, the server application 
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component is registered in a transaction server catalog, see col. 1 1 , lines 64-67, Fig. 3, 
Helland). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine teachings of cited references because catalog 
server of Helland's teachings would have allowed Sixtus system for transaction 
processing with the server application components as suggested by Helland. Further, 
catalog as taught by Helland improves for transactional attribute of a server application 
component to performs multiple database updates (see col. 4, lines 1-3, Helland). 

As to claim 20, 

Sixtus teaches a comprising a confirmation unit forwarding to the client (10) a 
confirmation request, and executing the online transaction only after having received a 
confirmation from the client (10) (see col. 8, lines 1-5, Fig. 4A, Sixtus). 

As to claim 21, 

Sixtus teaches a wherein the object displayed on a client display is assigned a 
display field for user selection of the object, wherein the selection of the object by a user 
initiates a transfer of the m to the t4kl., of the transaction server (30) (see col. 7, lines 
60-66, Fig. 4A, Sixtus). 

As to claim 22, 

Sixtus discloses a wherein tht object displayed on a client display is associated a 
display field for user selection of the object, wherein the selection of the object by a user 
initiates a transfer of the ID to the URL of the transaction server (30) (see col. 7, lines 
60-66, Fig. 4A, et seq Sixtus). 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
Time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad Ali whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4105. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7:30 am-6:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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